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Hillsdale College in D.C. Announces New James Madison Fellowship Class 

15 young professionals working in and around Washington, D.C., were selected 

 

HILLSDALE, Mich. — Hillsdale College is pleased to announce the 2023-2024 James Madison 

Fellowship Class.  

 

As part of the college’s D.C. campus programming, the fellowship is open to professionals 

working in the nation’s capital who want to think through the most important political and social 

problems confronting the country. The James Madison Fellows meet once a month to discuss 

issues such as identity politics, immigration, national security, marriage and family, free speech, 

the rule of law, and the aims of American foreign policy. 

 

The 2023-2024 fellows are: 

 

• Clare Basil — policy advisor for the U.S. Senate Steering Committee 

• Duncan Braid — program & policy manager at American Compass 

• Seamus Brennan — principal at Wrigley Strategies 

• Ted Ellis — director of coalitions & member services for the U.S. House Republican 

Study Committee 

• Andrew Guernsey — executive director for the U.S. Senate Pro-Life Caucus 

• Brian Hawkins — senior director of external affairs at People United for Privacy 

Foundation 

• Troup Calhoun Hemenway — president at Personnel Policy Operations 

• Steven C. Hough — trial attorney for the U.S. Department of Justice, Civil Division 

• Ross Hougham — assistant director of student programs at the Heritage Foundation 

• Jack Lincoln — legislative director for Rep. Ken Calvert (CA-41) 

• Mary Margaret Olohan — senior reporter at the Daily Signal 

• Jeff Naft — communications director for the U.S. House Permanent Select Committee on 

Intelligence 

• Jon Schweppe — policy director at American Principles Project 

• Craig Trainor — U.S. House Committee on the Judiciary 

• Emma Waters — research associate at the Heritage Foundation 
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“This is a very strong class,” said David Azerrad, an assistant professor at Hillsdale’s Van Andel 

Graduate School of Government. “The fellows bring both deep and wide experience in varying 

fields and they are eager to think through the tough questions facing our country.” 

 

For headshots of the fellows, click here. To learn more about the fellows, click here. 
 

For a high-resolution copy of the Hillsdale College clocktower logo, click here. 

 

 

About Hillsdale College  

Hillsdale College is an independent, nonsectarian, Christian liberal arts college located in 

southern Michigan. Founded in 1844, the College has built a national reputation through its 

classical liberal arts core curriculum and its principled refusal to accept federal or state taxpayer 

subsidies, even indirectly in the form of student grants or loans. It also conducts an outreach 

effort promoting civil and religious liberty, including a free monthly speech digest, Imprimis, 

with a circulation of more than 6.4 million. For more information, visit hillsdale.edu.  

 

About Hillsdale in D.C.  

Hillsdale College’s campus in Washington, D.C., extends the College’s educational mission to 

the nation’s capital by teaching and promoting the principles and practice of American 

constitutionalism. As the home of the Washington-Hillsdale Internship Program, the James 

Madison Fellowship Program, the Van Andel Graduate School of Government, the Academy for 

Freedom in Science, and a variety of lectures and events open to policymakers and the public, 

Hillsdale in D.C. seeks to inspire and form students, citizens, practitioners, and statesmen, who 

will restore America’s principles and revive self-government in the political life of the nation. 

For more information, visit dc.hillsdale.edu.  

 

### 

https://hillsdale.box.com/s/kepdwukr55wbv66ktjp9j8ey0y48pa2h
https://dc.hillsdale.edu/Madison-Fellows/Class-of-2023-2024/
https://hillsdale.box.com/s/hc9etpivij89lxe3x7szrvijscrkxr2s
https://www.hillsdale.edu/
http://dc.hillsdale.edu/

