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Federal Judge Amy Coney Barrett to Deliver 2020 Hillsdale College Commencement Address 
 
Hillsdale, Mich. — Hillsdale College is pleased to welcome the Honorable Amy Coney Barrett, U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the Seventh Circuit, to deliver the commencement address for the College’s 168th spring 
commencement ceremony.  
 
“Judge Barrett has embodied and upheld the constitutional principles of justice and freedom throughout her 
career,” said Christopher VanOrman, Hillsdale College provost. “We are honored to welcome her back to 
campus for this important event.” 
 
Judge Barrett was appointed to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit on November 2, 2017. She 
was previously a member of the faculty at Notre Dame Law School, where she continues to teach. Her scholarly 
work on constitutional law, federal courts, and statutory interpretation has been published in the Columbia Law 
Review and the Texas Law Review. Judge Barrett received her bachelor’s degree from Rhodes College and her 
J.D. from the Notre Dame Law School. Following law school, she clerked for Associate Justice Antonin Scalia 
of the U.S. Supreme Court, where she was appointed to serve on the Advisory Committee for the Federal Rules 
of Appellate Procedure. In recent years, Judge Barrett has garnered attention as a potential nominee to the U.S. 
Supreme Court.  
 
Hillsdale College’s spring commencement will be held on May 9, 2020. Admission to the event is by ticket only 
for graduates and their families, employees, and friends of the College. The College welcomes media coverage 
of Commencement. Any media interested in attending must register in advance by contacting Emily Stack 
Davis at pr@hillsdale.edu or (517) 803-3745. 
 
About Hillsdale College 
Hillsdale College is an independent liberal arts college located in southern Michigan. Founded in 1844, the 
College has built a national reputation through its classical liberal arts core curriculum and its principled refusal 
to accept federal or state taxpayer subsidies, even indirectly in the form of student grants or loans. It also 
conducts an outreach effort promoting civil and religious liberty, including a free monthly speech digest, 
Imprimis, with a circulation of more than 4.8 million. For more information, visit hillsdale.edu.  
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